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Since its inception, Noble 
Rot has used its consider-
able expertise and experi-
ence in the Fine Wine world 
to augment its investment 
portfolio offering with as-
siduously chosen parcels 
of drinking wines, from 
the likes of the Hospices 
de Beaune in Burgundy to 
sought-after Rhône wine 
like Hermitage La Chapelle. 
 
We are continually asked 
by our clients who buy in-
vestment grade wines to 
recommend and supply 
high quality wines for din-
ner parties, weddings or 
just for everyday drinking. 
With this in mind we have 
have hand-picked 25 wines 
from among several hun-
dred tasted, which we now 
proudly present to you as 
our Noble Rot Drinking List. In putting togeth-
er this list we have remained steadfast to two 
guiding principles:
 
1. Wines must be superb examples of 
 region, terroir and grape variety.
2. Wines must represent exceptional 
 value for money
 
Whether it is an everyday claret from one of 
the great Bordeaux vintages, superb value 
Crémant or an outstanding white wine from 

The Noble Rot Drinking ListThe Hospices de Beaune
The Hospices de Beaune cuvées 
are utterly unique gems and offer 
Burgundy lovers a rare opportu-
nity to own 1er Cru & Grand Cru 
wines at a fraction of the price of 
those from major producers in 
the region.

In 1443, near the end of the Hun-
dred Years War, the chancellor 
of Beaune, under Philippe the 
Good, founded a hospital for un-
fortunates and started a religious 
order to tend to the sick. Since 
this hospital sat at the crossroads 
of a wine producing region, it wasn’t long before the sisters 
healed a few local vinters who, in gratitude for their return to 
health, handed over hunks of their vineyards. 

Soon the Hospice had sizeable holdings and sales of the wine 
production on these deeded lands helped subsidise hospital op-
erations. By 1859 the sales were formalized into an annual chari-
table auction which Christie’s took over in 2005, raising the pro-
file of the auction worldwide. This is the first year that Sotheby’s 
will run the Hospices auction.



The 2021 Burgundy Vintage
Burgundy vintages more than any other region have a penchant for the dramatic, for the gripping 
storyline, the phoenix from the ashes tales and against all odds blockbusters. To that list add the 2021 
vintage: a heady mix of disaster, battles against the elements and a triumphant final act. 

Pictures widely circulated in early April of miles of vineyards lit up in the night like Christmas trees, 
adorned in this case with burning pots of fuel, would be almost magical if not for the vinous danger 
they represented. Severe frosts were the cause and have led to drastically reduced production levels 
in 2021. Mercifully quality, particularly with the Hospices de Beaune wines, has remained high, even 
if the same can’t be said for the barrel count.  

Once the frost was fought and surviving vines wrapped in metaphorical cotton wool the fruit by dint 
of less competition for sugars was of very good concentration. Aside from the odd thunderstorm, 
vines have for once escaped unharmed from the threat of hail, which so often devastates these vines 
near harvest.

The resulting wines offer excellent acids, fresher, more opulent bouquets, very well-integrated tan-
nins in the reds and, in the cuvées we have chosen, will drink earlier than, say, the 2019 vintage, 
though they will age just as keenly. 

The Noble Rot, Drouhin & Bichot Offer
We are delighted to have partnered with Maurice Drouhin and Albert Bichot for the second year in a 
row, offering our clients unparalleled local insight into the 2021 Hospices de Beaune auction. At their 
suggestion, these are the wines we will be bidding for this year. Tasting notes below have been taken 
from Alberic Bichot’s tasting notes of all 51 cuvées at the auction.
              Maximum 
            6x75cl price 
                 in bond

 Beaune 1er Cru, cuvée Maurice Drouhin           £510
 “Ludivine Griveau (head winemaker of the Hospices) once again did a
 wonderful job with the vinification. Nice firm structure, good terroirs &
 with good underlying potential”

 Volnay 1er Cru, cuvée General Muteau           £580   
 “A lovely, floral nose, typical of a Volnay. Elegant and very fine on the palate,
 well-balanced and with substance. A delicate, silky wine.

 Pouilly-Fuissé, Cuvée Françoise Poisard                           £435   
 “A nose of peach, lemon, lychee, fruity and very typical of the Maconnais
 region. The palate shows excellent structure and build, balanced by
 great minerality”.

We have identified the three cuvées above as those offering the very best examples of Burgundy’s 
unique terroir and value for money, particularly in this vintage. We have listed above the very max-
imum price that the wines could be based on our maximum bids, although we hope to secure each 
barrel for the very lowest price possible enabling us to offer much lower case prices.

Once the wines have matured in barrel under Ms Drouhin & Bichot’s watchful eyes and have been bot-
tled, they will be shipped to the UK in their original wooden cases in Q2 of 2023. The wines can then be 
stored with us, or released from bond to you, at which point duty and VAT will be payable.

These really are gems of Burgundy and many Noble Rot clients will have enjoyed these sumptuous 
wines at our previous dinners - they will certainly offer better value than the top end 2021 en primeur 
Burgundies, when that campaign happens in a years’ time.
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